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MONTANA MEDICAID CHANGES REIMBURSEMENT RATES ON WHEELCHAIRS
MISSOULA People in Montana who need wheelchairs and who are eligible for both Medicaid and
Medicare assistance will benefit from a recent change in Montana Medicaid's reimbursement rates
on wheelchair purchases.
Ed Myers, the assistive technology attorney for Montana Advocacy Program, a legal
advocacy organization for persons with disabilities, negotiated the change.
"Under the old policy, if a person was only covered by Medicaid, they would be covered
for customized wheelchairs under Medicaid’s reimbursable rates," he said.

"If a person had both

Medicaid and Medicare, the two insurances would not cover the chair."
MonTECH, the assistive technology project for Montana based at The University of
Montana’s Rural Institute on Disabilities, estimates that between 75 and 125 people could not get
wheelchairs because of the old policy.
"This change is a major step forward for people who need these chairs," Barbara Larsen,
MonTECH’s funding development coordinator, said.
On Oct. 1, 1995, Medicaid agreed to start paying the actual cost not covered by Medicare
so that eligible people can get the wheelchairs they need.
Previously, Medicare paid 80 percent of the allowable charge and Medicaid paid the
remaining 20 percent. But Medicare’s portion was never high enough to cover a realistic 80
-more-

Wheelchr.rl — 2
percent of the price of a wheelchair, Myers said, and Medicaid would not pay the actual remaining
amount.
"If a vendor accepted a Medicare assignment, then the vendor had to accept the low
Medicare payment as payment in full," he said. "This explains why no vendor in the state would
accept assignment on a customized wheelchair for dual-eligible clients." As a result, people could
not buy the wheelchairs they needed, and vendors could not sell their wheelchair merchandise.
Larsen encouraged people who need help in getting funds for a wheelchair to call the
Montana Advocacy Program at (406) 549-8464 or the access cooperative for assistive technology
in their area: Summit Independent Living Center in Missoula. 728-1630 or (800) 398-9002;
Montana Independent Living Project in Helena. 442-5755 or (800) 735-6457; North Central
Independent Living Service in Great Falls. 452-9834 or (800) 823-6245; Living Independently for
Today and Tomorrow in Billings. 259-5181 or (800) 669-6319; and Action for Eastern Montana in
Glendive. 365-3364 or (800) 488-3587.

m
Contacts: Barbara Larsen at MonTECH, (406) 243-5773; Ed Myers at Montana Advocacy
Program, (406) 549-8464.
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